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I hope everyone is remaining safe and healthy. Can 
you believe it has been a year since the Pandemic 

started? With the recent rollout of vaccines, 

decrease in positive cases, and counties moving into 

the red tier, there is “light at the end of the tunnel”. 
One thing that this Pandemic has shown is that this 

Section was able to adapt and continue to be strong.  

I wanted to share with you all the focus of the Board 

for 2021. First, we will continue to have our focus on 
our Section Membership. We have brought forth 

many new and innovative ideas for our Members during the Pandemic, which 

has set our Section apart. We brought forward the MentorSHIP program that launched in January 2021 that includes 7 

mentors and 7 mentees. Also, we launched the ITE SoCal Training Series that started in February 2021 with a webinar 
on ITS Networking. We had over 70 participants for our first training session with sufficiently positive feedback that we 

are looking to do more throughout the year. I would like to thank Etherwan for providing this training for our 

membership. 

Second, we are looking to leverage the “New Normal” on how we operate as a Section, and the corresponding 
opportunities that this affords. The past 12 months, the Section had to pivot and continue to operate during a Pandemic. 

We could have easily taken our foot off the accelerator, but we saw this as an opportunity to branch out to our 

membership even more so than in the past. With the virtual platform, we saw increased attendance at our meetings 

including many participants from outside of our SoCal Section. We will continue with virtual events at least until summer, 

while revisiting more in-person face-to-face options as we approach the “New Normal”. 

Lastly, we want to incorporate the themes of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion more heavily into our Section. At our 

November meeting, we introduced the topic of Equity in Transportation to our Membership. Also, the Western District 

of ITE had a series of meetings on Diversity and Inclusion over the past few weeks that we have shared with our 
Membership. We look forward to continuing to incorporate informative presenters within our meetings this calendar 

year. We also look forward to soliciting ideas from our Membership on how to best incorporate these themes into our 

operations.  

We hosted our Virtual Traffic Bowl on February 27th thanks in large part to the efforts of our Student Liaisons (Emilio 
Murga and Kaylinn Pell). We also held our first Quad Section ITE Meeting on March 17th that brought together our friends 

from the Central Coast, Riverside/San Bernardino, and San Diego Sections to discuss Mitigation for Vehicle Miles 

Traveled (VMT) Impacts. This was another well attended event with over 240 participants! I would also like to thank 

our meeting sponsors AGA Engineers (January) and NexTech Systems (March) for their support this quarter. 

I look forward to this calendar year and exploring the numerous possibilities for what we can do as a Section. The Board 

will continue to work together with our Chairs to bring meaningful and relevant speakers, workshops, and events to our 

Membership. Until then, please continue to stay safe. We look forward to your continued participation on our upcoming 

events. Take care. 

Next Section Virtual 
Meeting  

Save the Date 

Wednesday, April 21, 2021 
 

See Calendar Near the End of 
this Newsletter for Meeting dates 
for the Remainder of Calendar 

Year 2021 

President’s Message 
Ed Alegre, PTP, LA Metro 
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❖ July 18-21, 2021: Joint ITE International and 

Mountain and Western District Annual Meeting and 
Exhibition Webinar: Annual Meeting Information  

 
Please see the flyers at the end of this newsletter for 
additional upcoming activities within various 

professional associations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
On January 14, 2021, SoCal ITE launched the first “All 

Aboard the MentorSHIP” program with its first kickoff 
meeting of the year. Led by the Professional Activities 
Chairs and ITE Board, the program provides mentors 
and mentees with an opportunity during the Pandemic 
and stay-at-home order to connect virtually and engage 
in one-on-one and group conversations. This year-long 
program kicked off with the long-anticipated reveal of 

the mentor-mentee pairs, one-on-one meeting time, 
and a Kahoot!-hosted trivia quiz game with the pairs 
working together to answer. Congratulations to the 
winning pair, Joshua McNeill and Rana Hamwi! Following 
this successful kick-off meeting, future mentorship 
meetings will include mentor panels and activities 

meetings throughout the year. 
 

 
Here are some general goals of the MentorSHIP program 

along with an overview of the program. For more 
information, see the ITE SoCal website at 
www.socalite.org (Photo Credit: ITE SoCal). 

 

 
This was a poll conducted to test participants’ 
knowledge of general Transportation Planning and 
Traffic Engineering principles. What, according to 
Donald Shoup, is the desirable average percentage 

occupancy of a given street block face? While the 

majority as of the time of the screen shot answered 65% 
or 90%, the correct answer appears to be 85%. (Photo 
Credit: ITE SoCal) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
On February 24, 2021, SoCal ITE virtually hosted its first 
training of the year titled “Introduction to ITS 
Networking.” Etherwan, represented by Jei Mercado and 
Shubham Gupta, provided the presentation and 
guidance on media types, MAC addressing, VLANs, IP 

addressing, and network best practices. Jei and 

Shubham provided a summary of ITS networking in the 
industry, describing it as the ability to communicate with 
field devices without having to open a traffic cabinet, to 
maintain connectivity through unexpected issues, and 
to be able to grow with and adapt to new technologies.  
 

They described the basic fundamental network used by 
agencies which involves internet switches serving as 
nodes communicating to aggregate hubs which 
ultimately communicate to the traffic management 
center hub, which serves as the top of the architecture. 
Jei and Shubham also described the Open System 

Intercommunication (OSI) model, which breaks 
systems down into seven layers to understand 
communication between layers. For example, the first is 

the physical layer which includes copper interconnect, 
fiber, and wireless/cellular devices. This layer connects 
to the Data Link, Network, Transport, Session, 
Presentation, and Application layers in that order. 

Lastly, Jei and Shubham delved into industry best 
practices: figuring out stakeholder management (Who 
is involved with setting up, accessing, and using the 
network? What are their roles and responsibilities?), 
scope of work (current projects and future agency 
projects and goals), products that require 
communication, current network topologies, current IP 

January 2021 SoCal ITE Webinar 
Bryan Luong, PE (UC Irvine Alumni) and Sandhya 

Perumalla (Stantec) 

 

Brief Look Ahead 

February 2021 SoCal ITE Webinar 
Bryan Luong, PE  

(UC Irvine Alumni) 
 

http://www.socalite.org/
https://www.ite.org/events-meetings/ite-calendar/iteportland2021/
http://www.socalite.org/
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address scheme, and the ITS Master Plan. Thank you to 
Jei and Shubham for leading this training and to Janna 
McKhann, SoCal ITE’s industry Coordinator, for 
organizing this webinar! We look forward to the rest of 

ITE SoCal training series. 

 

 
Here is the opening slide that participants saw on their 
computers when they logged into the webinar. (Photo 
Credit: ITE SoCal) 

 

 

 
Here is the four-part agenda on the topic of Introduction 
to ITS Networking. (Photo Credit: ITE SoCal) 

 

 
Here is how the system appears in Anaheim just north 
of the interchange of I-5/SR 22/SR 57. (Photo Credit: 

ITE SoCal) 

 

 
This slide illustrates the distinction between Single-

Mode and Multimode Fiber. (Photo Credit: ITE SoCal) 

 

 
Here is an overview of the Small Form Factor Pluggable 

Transceiver. (Photo Credit: ITE SoCal) 

http://www.socalite.org/
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Here is an explanation of the two parts of an IP Address. 
(Photo Credit: ITE SoCal) 

 

 
Here is an illustration of High-Level Topology where 
“broadcasts are isolated to each network, reducing 
background traffic” and “all connections between 

switches in the management network can adapt to 
traffic flow. (Photo Credit: ITE SoCal) 

 

 
Here are the four takeaways: “(1) Understand the 
limitations of your current media and if it can support 

your future network requirements. (2) VLANs help you 
logically organize your network device and maintain a 
limited broadcast domain. (3) Logical IP Schemes is key 
for sustainability and inter-departmental collaboration. 
(4) Proper documentation and understanding of the 
network is needed in order for the network to become 

more stable. (Photo Credit: ITE SoCal) 
 
 
 
 
 

. 

 
In December 2020, the Federal Communication 
Commission (FCC) took the next step following an 
almost 12-month long period of receiving comments on 
its original November 2019 Notice of Proposed Rule 
Making (NPRM) which intended to take a “fresh and 
comprehensive look” at the rules that govern the use of 

the 5.9 GHz band (5.850-5.925 GHz) for ITS. It’s worth 
noting that 9% of comments were in support, 2% were 
neutral and 89% were against - so there was much 
concern over what course of action the FCC would take 
next.  
 

Update on the FCC and the 5.9Ghz Band 

Activity 
Alan Clelland, PE  (DKS Associates) 

 

http://www.socalite.org/
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Here is an example of a CV installation at an 

intersection. (Photo Credit: FCC) 
 
In brief, the major impact of the December 2020 action 

(release of a First Report and Order (First R&O)) was to 
confirm the intent to: 
 
1. Remove the lower 45MHz from the part of the band 

dedicated to the ITS safety applications and open 
this up for unlicensed use  

2. Allow the use of cellular vehicle-to-everything (C-

V2X) technology in the remaining upper 30MHz of 
the band (at a minimum Channels 182 and 184) 

3. Restrict the use of DSRC to 10MHz (Channel 180) of 

the upper 30 MHz  
4. Phase-out the use of DSRC   

 

Agencies who have already deployed DSRC may well be 
wondering what they now have to do to comply with this 
action. Those intending to deploy CV applications using 
DSRC or C-V2X may also be unclear as to what the road 
ahead is. Unfortunately, much uncertainty remains.  
The so called ‘Day 0” is a point identified by the FCC 
through publishing in the Federal Register the First R&O 

to start the clock ticking on actions that will result in the 
adoption of the new rules. This has not yet happened. 
When it does, it will be followed by a 90-day period for 
comments and petitioning for changes, followed by 
another 90-day period to comment on the Technical 

Rules. These will not be finalized until after this period. 
Thus, changes can be introduced up to some 6 months 

after “Day 0” – hence the uncertainty. 
 
Even if Day 0 were to happen tomorrow (and there are 
widely differing opinions as to when this will actually 
happen) and there were no changes introduced as a 
result of comments/petitions, under the current 

process, ITS license holders would have until one year 
after Day 0 to cease operations in the lower channels. 
DSRC equipment would no longer be able to be used 
within two years after Day 0.   

 
The FCC is currently issuing new licenses for operating 
DSRC albeit only in Channel 180. Experimental licenses 
are now being issued for C-V2X equipment deployment 

in Channels 182 and 184. There are manufacturers 
supplying roadside units (RSU) supporting dual modes 
(i.e., DSRC or C-V2X can be selected). There are also 
suppliers of dual mode/dual active RSUs which enable 
use of both technologies concurrently.  
 
To summarize, then, for current DSRC users, there is no 

need to rush to change-out the equipment nor even to 
re-configure channel usage. For expanding existing 
deployments and for prospective CV applications users, 
choices exist now to either continue the deployment of 
DSRC or to adopt C-V2X. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Quarterly Newsletter is an excellent opportunity to 

expand and showcase your technical knowledge before 
a large audience of top-notch Transportation Planning & 
Engineering professions. To submit articles or offer 
suggestions on article topics, please email Marc Violett 
at marc.violett@mbakerintl.com, Bryan Elenes at 

belenes@advantec-usa.com, and David Schwegel at 
davidmschwegel1@gmail.com. Please be sure to 

provide your content by the content deadline. Here is 
the projected schedule for the rest of Calendar Year 
2021 as approved by Ed and Marc: 
 

Quarter Content Deadline Publication 
Date 

2 Fri June 18, 11:59 pm Thurs June 24 
3 Fri Sept 17, 11:59 pm Thurs Sept 23 
4 Friday Dec 10, 11:59 pm Thurs Dec 16 

 
For suggestions on Section activities including webinar 
topics, please email SoCal Section President Ed Alegre 
at alegree@metro.net.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 ITE SoCal Newsletter Schedule for 

Calendar Year 2021 
David M. Schwegel, PE, Co-Newsletter Editor (US 

High-Speed Rail Association) 

http://www.socalite.org/
mailto:marc.violett@mbakerintl.com
mailto:belenes@advantec-usa.com
mailto:davidmschwegel1@gmail.com
mailto:alegree@metro.net
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The Federal Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices 
(MUTCD) is the National Standard for traffic 
control.  USDOT/FHWA released a Notice of Proposed 

Amendment (NPA) rulemaking to update the MUTCD 
that was last updated in 2009.  This is important to 
California, because the State MUTCD is based upon the 
Federal MUTCD, and it will be subject to change upon 
completion of the Federal process.  Anyone, agencies, 

individuals, professionals, advocates, and others can 

comment on the NPA.  But the deadline to make 
comments is May 14, 2021.  FHWA advises that the 
more comments they receive on a specific item, the 
more likely they are to incorporate 
comments.  Comments can be made by going to the 
Federal Docket and making comments on their form, 
and you may attach back up correspondence.  

 
The proposed changes are too many to summarize 
quickly.  Changes are proposed in over 600 sections of 
the MUTCD.  Many are not substantial, such as a new 
useful standard sign.  Others can substantially affect the 
way we choose or use traffic control 
devices.  Individuals may consider some changes good, 

while other changes may not be so good.  OR perhaps 
they need to be formulated better.  Some of the areas 
that persons have found most significant include: 
 

• Defining the Intended Road User; 
• Strengthening Reporting Requirements for 

Experiments to use non-MUTCD traffic 
controls;                            

• Warrants for Traffic Control Devices, including 
introducing multi-year crash history warrants 

• Speed Limit setting; 
• Many new signs in all categories: Regulatory, 

Warning, and Guide; 

• Inclusion of RRFBs (Rectangular Rapid Flashing 
Beacons), PHBs (Pedestrian Hybrid Beacons), 

and other devices that have received interim 
approvals for use over the past decade; 

• Stronger language to prohibit aesthetic 
treatments within crosswalks; 

• Changes in design or use of pedestrian 

indications at traffic signals such as early walk 
and push button placement; 

• A new support chapter anticipating the needs of 
Connected and Autonomous Vehicles (CAV), 
including encouragement to consider separated 
bicycle lanes; 

• Changes for Highway/Rail crossings; and 

• Extensive new material on bicycle facilities, 
including separated and buffered lanes, bicycle 
signals, 2-stage turn boxes, lane line extensions 
through intersections, and use of green 

pavement coloring. 
 
There has been a lot of discussion about how well the 
MUTCD meets the needs of cities, and particularly how 
it addresses growing traffic safety concerns.  If you have 
had any concerns about how the current MUTCD has 
affected you or our agency’s decision-making process, 

you may want to research how the changes will affect 
your particular situation.  
 
The best way to find the document is probably to use a 
search engine for Notice of Proposed Amendments for 

the 11th Edition of the MUTCD, or try this Link: 

 
National Standards for Traffic Control Devices 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

FHWA Circulates Draft Rewrite of the 

MUTCD – Comments invited until May 14 
Rock Miller, PE  

(Rock E. Miller and Associates) 
 

http://www.socalite.org/
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/12/14/2020-26789/national-standards-for-traffic-control-devices-the-manual-on-uniform-traffic-control-devices-for
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US Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg’s new 
direction represents a fundamental paradigm shift from 
the roadway expansion and preservation themes that 
date back to the Eisenhower Administration. Under the 

Secretary’s new direction, such themes would take a 
back seat to electrified passenger rail systems to reduce 
Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMTs) and Greenhouse Gas 
Emissions (GHGs) through a “triple braided approach” 
of 220-mile-per-hour High-Speed Rail (HSR), 110-mile-

per-hour higher-speed Commuter Rail, and municipal 

Link Light Rail Systems nationwide. Specifically, 
Secretary Buttigieg throws down this “Grand 
Challenge”: 
 

“I want the US to Become a World Leader in 
HSR!” 

 

 
A major focus of High-Speed Rail is connectivity with 
commuter rail systems. Here is how Platform No. 1 at 
San Jose’s Diridon Station could potentially look with a 
double-decker Caltrain on the left and a True High-
Speed Train on the right. (Photo Credit: California High-

Speed Rail Authority) 
 
This is a “tall order” given that HSR has been up and 
running in Japan since 1964, and 57 years later, the US 

still does not have a single mile of service that meets 
international definitions of True High-Speed (150 mph 

sustained and peak 186.4-mph speeds). On the other 
hand, seeing how China went from 0 miles to more miles 
than the rest of the world combined in just one decade, 
suggests that such an order may stand up to our 
nation’s “triple braided opposition” of (1) “The Parties vs 
The People”, (2) “The Koch Brothers Exposed”, and (3) 
Misplaced Spending Priorities. At $800 billion per year 

($2.2 billion per day), not only does the US lead the 
world in defense spending; the US spends about the 
same on defense as the next ranked 14 nations 

combined. As a result of the January 6 Insurrection, 
much of this spending is to combat domestic terrorism.  
 

 
Some of the Delegates at the November 2019 California 
Economic Summit in Fresno participated in a Technical 
Tour of some of the Active Construction Sites. There are 
now around three dozen Active Construction Sites 
between Madera and Bakersfield. (Photo Credit: 

California High-Speed Rail Authority) 
 

 
The San Joaquin River Viaduct at the Madera-Fresno 
County Line (visible from State Route 99) features a 
Pergola Structure serving as the “Gateway into Fresno”. 

(Photo Credit: California High-Speed Rail Authority) 
 
Ever since President Joe Biden’s Inauguration on 
January 20, the US High Speed Rail Association (see link 
for a Map of 15 Projects below) has been advocating for 

the advancement of $360.5 billion (164 days-worth of 
defense spending) HSR projects over two tiers. 

Secretary Buttigieg Calls for a New 

Direction in Transportation 
David M. Schwegel, PE 

(US High-Speed Rail Association) 

 

http://www.socalite.org/
http://www.ushsr.com/
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The Hanford Viaduct in Kings County is now an elaborate 
Overhead Structure due to the approval of a recent 

Change Order that was justified through improved 

mobility, safety, and aesthetics from the previously 
proposed alternative. Although Change Orders have a 
negative association with the public, they are quite 
common, especially on large transformative 
infrastructure projects like the $80 billion California 

High-Speed Rail project (the nation’s largest public 
works project). Change Orders are necessary due to the 
large number of unforeseen circumstances that the 
Design-Builder is unable to account for when submitting 
a competitive bid to win the project. For the three 
Trackway-Civil-Infrastructure construction packages, 
price was weighed at 70% and technical was weighed at 

30%. For the upcoming Track & Systems procurement, 
price will be weighed at 50% and technical will also be 
weighed at 50%. (Photo Credit: California High-Speed 

Rail Authority) 
 

 
The Wasco River Viaduct in Kern County includes a 
combination of concrete for the foundation, steel for the 
columns, and pipes for the drainage. All intersections of 
roadways and trackways are required to be grade 
separated via either Primary Type 1 (railway over 
roadway) or Primary Type 2 (roadway over railway) 

structures to accommodate trains traveling at speeds up 
to 220 mph. Traffic Engineers were involved in the 
review and approval of Signing/Striping, Streetlighting, 
Motorist Information, and Construction Transportation 
Plans. (Photo Credit: California High-Speed Rail 
Authority) 

Nationwide Tier 1 projects per the US High-Speed Rail 
Association are as follows: 
 

No Project $ Billion 
Days of 
Defense 

Spending 

1 California 60 28 

2 Texas (Dallas–Houston) 20 9 

3 Northeast Corridor 
(Washington DC–Boston) 

50 23 

4 Cascadia (Portland OR–
Seattle WA–Vancouver 
BC) 

40 18 

5 Florida (Tampa–Orlando) 
by Brightline 

2.5 1 

  $172.5 78 

          

Despite the significant challenges and setbacks that the 
California High-Speed Rail Authority has faced, the 
California High-Speed Rail Project is currently the only 
True High-Speed Rail Project in the nation that is in 
construction. A major point of discussion at the 
November 2019 Cascadia Rail Summit at Microsoft 
(Redmond, Washington), is that the first significant 

construction project of national significance that 
introduces a new mode of transportation to the United 
States commonly face significant “bumps in the road”. 
The objective is to effectively apply the lessons learned, 
so that the remaining 14 projects on the Tier 1 and 2 
lists have a much “smoother” and expeditious 

experience. The California High-Speed Rail Authority 

has Memoranda of Understanding (MOU) with at least a 
dozen nations overseas that have had True High-Speed 
Rail Systems operating for at least a decade. 
Memoranda of Understanding (MOU) among the 
agencies advancing these 15 projects will be absolutely 
essential for fulfilling Secretary Buttigieg’s “Grand 

Challenge”. 
 

Nationwide Tier 2 projects per the US High-Speed Rail 
Association are as follows: 
 

No Project $ Billion Days of Defense 
Spending 

6 Chicago-Milwaukee 8 4 

7 Atlanta-Charlotte 18 8 

8 Louisville-Nashville 15 7 

9 Denver-Albuquerque 40 18 

10 Chicago-St Louis 18 8 

11 Tulsa-Oklahoma City 8 4 

12 Chicago-Detroit 30 14 

13 Nashville-Memphis 15 7 

14 Kansas City-St Louis 19 9 

15 Chicago-Indianapolis 17 8 

  188 86 

 
Although Brightline/West (Los Angeles-Rancho 
Cucamonga-Las Vegas) did not make the list, this 

http://www.socalite.org/
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project is definitely worth examining as it impacts much 
of the ITE SoCal Section. Fresno and Rancho 
Cucamonga are in strong competition to see which City 
will be the first in California to see True HSR service. On 

the one hand, California HSR (see link for Project Status, 
Videos, Business Plan, and Board Meeting Materials) has 
been under construction in Fresno since January 2015. 
On the other hand, despite no construction progress, 
Ranch Cucamonga has three themes working in its favor 
associated with Brightline West: (1) first in nation on 
environmental clearance, (2) first in nation on right-of-

way acquisition (a significant challenge for California 
HSR), and (3) Brightline’s track record for success in 
Florida. 
 
California HSR is working diligently to overcome 

significant challenges under the prior presidential 

administration including: (1) a $1 billion “claw back”, 
(2) a bridge in Madera that had to be completely rebuilt, 
(3) an ongoing theme of creative change order 
composition even with Governor Gavin Newsom’s 
Transparency & Accountability initiatives in full effect, 
and (4) cost escalations and schedule elongations that 
are continuing to “define the narrative of the project”. 

The Assembly and Senate have both deliberated on the 
performance and financial stewardship challenges, 
offered suggestions in recent hearings, and granted the 
“green light” for the procurement of Track & Systems 
(rails, electrification, and positive train control, with 
Bombardier and Hitachi still in the running). Despite its 
challenges, US Senator Jim Costa continues to advocate 

for a $33 billion HSR bill with a strong emphasis on 
expediting California HSR. The key to success is a 
“mutually beneficial” working relationship with the 
Federal Government such that California is not 
perceived as “holding up money to 49 other states” (a 
concern expressed by Congressman Jeff Denham R-

Turlock at a Federal Oversight Field Hearing in 
Sacramento in August 2018). President Joe Biden 
recognizes the connectivity benefits of passenger rail, 
as frequent rides on Acela Express allowed him to 
advance his political career in Washington, DC while 
remaining in close contact with family 108.4 miles away 
in Wilmington, Delaware without the pressures of a 

grueling “super commute” in bumper-to-bumper traffic. 
Here in California “super commuters” are prevalent on 

key bedroom community to employment center 
corridors such as between Palmdale and Los Angeles 
and between the Central Valley and the Silicon Valley. 
Keep an eye on how the outcome of the Pandemic could 
potentially change “super commuting” forever in 

California. 
 
Key roles for ITE SoCal Members in Secretary Buttigieg’s 
Call for Retooling Transportation are as follows: 
 
1. Recognize that the “metric that matters” is the 

“expedited delivery of state-of-the-art 

infrastructure making optimal use of taxpayer-
funds”; 
 

2. Build on our profession’s already strong social 

perceptiveness skills to connect with key decision 
makers early in the process such as what Precision 
Civil Engineering did with elected officials along the 
Merced to Sacramento Section resulting in 
widespread stakeholder support as evidenced in the 
February 2020 Board Meeting in Sacramento; 

 

3. Invest in Leadership Programs such as Leadership 
ITE, recognizing how the Leadership Academy of 
Harris & Associates offers 360-degree accountability 
for its Project and Construction Managers on 
Construction Package No. 1 (Design and 

Construction of Trackway Civil Infrastructure 

between Merced and Fresno); 
 
4. Invest in Technical Skills Development Programs 

such as ITE events and webinars recognizing the 
successes of DB (Deutsche-Bahn) Consulting & 
Engineering’s Rail Academy in its role as Early Train 
Operator (ETO);  

 
5. Expand skillsets related to the Conceptual Design of 

Transit-Oriented Development (TOD) communities 
around train stations leveraging resources such as 
the TOD Institute while recognizing the success of 
Crystal City, Virginia in beating out 237 other 
municipalities to land Amazon HQ 2.0; 

 
6. Keep an eye on discussions to introduce 110-mph 

higher-speed commuter rail in the San Diego 
vicinity, and explore possibilities for similar systems 
to connect Downtown Los Angeles, Downtown Long 
Beach, and LAX that are beyond the California HSR 

Map; 
 
7. Keep an eye on the Caltrain Electrification Project 

between San Francisco and San Jose, and explore 
possibilities for electrified commuter rail for 
Metrolink in advance of the 2028 Summer Olympics 
in Los Angeles;  

 
8. Keep an eye on continued efforts to expand 

Seattle’s Sound Transit across Lake Washington to 
the East Side despite a “roller coaster” of financial 
challenges with the November 2019 passage of 
Initiative 976 (significant cuts to Sound Transit in a 
region that has among the nation’s highest per 

capita spending on mass transit); 
 
9. Keep an eye on the advancement of Los Angeles 

Mayor Eric Garcetti’s “28 Transit Projects for the 
2028 Olympics”; and 

http://www.socalite.org/
http://www.hsr.ca.gov/
https://www.gobrightline.com/west-coast-expansion
ttps://www.amtrak.com/acela-train
http://www.tod.org/
http://www.soundtransit.org/


2021, Issue No. 1 First Quarter 2021 

 

11 
ITE Southern Cal i fornia Section  

w w w . s o c a l i t e . o r g  

10. Encourage the Engineering Profession as a whole to 
“speak in one voice” and to be recognized by the 
public as “leaders in a sustainable world”.  

 

Lawyers billing out at four times the rate of their Traffic 
Engineering counterparts in Fresno County underscores 
the need for the Engineering profession to “break down 
the silos” and speak as one voice, so that the public has 
a clear understanding of what Engineers actually do. 
This was a call to action of the National Society of 
Professional Engineers' “Consistently Mediocre” article 

by Eva Kaplan Leiserson that appeared in the July-
August 2007 issue of PE Magazine. Specifically, the 
article noted that the public has a clear understanding 
of what Doctors and Lawyers do because they speak in 
one voice. On the other hand, Engineers tend to speak 

in terms of their specialty, thereby underscoring the 

need to “break down the silos” within the Engineering 
profession as a whole. A great opportunity for Traffic 
Engineers to take a lead role in the effort to unite the 
larger Civil Engineering Profession is to become 
conversant in all seventeen grading categories on the 
Report Card for America's Infrastructure that came out 
earlier this month. 

 
l 
 

 

 
 

 
Inside the Assembly Chambers in the State Capitol in 

Sacramento 
(Photo Credit: David Schwegel) 

 
As vaccination rates continue to increase and the 

prospect of herd immunity becomes an increasingly 
tangible goal, the State Legislature has gotten busy 
making up for lost time due to the impacts of the 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) Pandemic in the 2020-2021 
Legislative Session. Of the more than 2,500 bills 
introduced in the Senate and Assembly since the 

December start of the 2021-2022 Legislative Session, 
over 120 of them are directly or indirectly related to 
transportation in a significant manner.  
 

The nature of these bills reflects the priorities of the 
Legislature. While a considerable number of these bills 
involve seemingly minor changes to existing language 
and laws or provide changes related to funding and 
reimbursement structures or procedures and criteria 
related to the Department of Motor Vehicles, the bulk of 
bills introduced thus far enshrine the State’s 

increasingly rapid undertaking of broad environmental 
goals. The entire transportation industry and the 
national conversation surrounding it have been 
transformed through broadening recognition of the need 
to tackle climate change, promote modes of 

transportation other than just the vehicle, and further 

goals of economic development and equity while doing 
so. These priorities are reflected in the number of bills 
aimed at increasing and expediting the fleet transition 
to zero-emission vehicles, boosting related charging 
infrastructure, pushing sustainable freight, and 
reforming Sustainable Communities Strategies to “have 
more teeth” in determining transportation funding and 

the corresponding nexus to reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions (GHGs). Air quality is definitely a “hot topic” 
in California which has eight of the nation’s top ten worst 
air quality regions including six in the Central Valley 
alone. Fresno was recently identified as having the 
worst air quality in the nation with slow progress on the 
High-Speed Rail project having the unintended 

consequence of diminishing air quality, even though air 
quality is projected to improve significantly once full 
revenue service is realized. Meanwhile, the High-Speed 
Rail Authority is working diligently to fulfill its CEQA 
obligations of offsetting the construction related GHGs 
by embarking on an aggressive tree planting campaign 

that in and of itself is significantly boosting the quality 
of life in the Central Valley. 
 
However, other bills make note of where the State’s 
push for innovative transportation solutions have run 
into trouble – several of the bills involve increasing 
administrative scrutiny on the California High-Speed 

Rail Authority, augmenting the state’s oversight on the 
project. Furthermore, several bills propose suspending 

funds from the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund that 
have been dedicated for the high-speed rail project and 
appropriating them for such varied initiatives as public 
education and a Salton Sea Restoration Fund. Look for 
this to play out in an interesting manner. The prior 

presidential administration gave the project the “cold 
shoulder” to the tune of “clawing back” nearly $1 billion 
in Federal Funding with ongoing threats to “claw back” 
the $2.5 billion remainder. In stark contrast, current 
President Joe Biden’s passion for High-Speed Rail is on 
par with that of Former Governor Jerry Brown. US 

Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg takes it one 

First Quarter 2021 Legislative Analysis 
Tyler Lindberg (Iteris, Inc.) (ITE SoCal Legislative 

Analyst) 

http://www.socalite.org/
https://www.nspe.org/
https://www.nspe.org/
http://www.infrastructurereportcard.org/
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step further by declaring that he wants the US to 
“become a world leader in High-Speed Rail.” 
Additionally, Congressional Representatives such as Jim 
Costa and Seth Moulton are championing bills in 

Congress that would allocate billions of dollars toward 
High-Speed Rail projects. With a Democratic Majority in 
both the House and the Senate, bills can now be “green 
lighted” with no Republican support such as what we 
saw with the recent COVID-19 Relief Legislation 
allocating $1.9 Trillion to a variety of populations 
severely hurt by a full year of the COVID-19 Pandemic. 

 
The table at the end of this Newsletter lists each of the 
bills introduced into the current Legislative Session that 
is directly or indirectly related to transportation 
statewide or in Southern California for quick reference 

purposes. This table will continue to track each bill’s 

progress through the Legislature and document new 
bills as they are introduced. In addition, this Legislative 
Analysis provides an elaboration on a number of 
particularly noteworthy bills introduced in this 
Legislative Session that will have important implications 
for our industry moving forward. A narrative summary 
is provided below with the Assembly Bills (AB) first 

followed by the Senate Bills: 
 
ASSEMBLY BILLS 
 
AB-5 (Fong) – this bill would suspend the 
appropriation of Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 
dollars to the High-Speed Rail Authority for the 2023-

24 and 2024-25 fiscal years and require the transfer of 
those amounts to the General Fund for the specific 
purposes of augmenting funding for K-12 education 
and in support of full-time in-person instruction for all 
students.  
 

AB-33 (Ting) – this bill expands the purposes for which 
moneys in the State Energy Conservation Assistance 
Account may be expended, enabling the provision of 
grants and loans to local governments and public 
institutions to maximize energy use savings, expand 
installation of energy storage systems and expand the 
availability of transportation infrastructure. This would 

include technical assistance, demonstrations, and 
identification and implementation of cost-effective 

energy efficiency, energy storage, and transportation 
electrification infrastructure measures and programs in 
existing and planned buildings or facilities. Previously, 
the Fund was limited to cost-effective energy efficiency 
measures.  

 
AB-43 (Friedman) – this bill changes the way traffic 
safety is considered in the designation of speed limits 
within the California Vehicle Code. Most profoundly, the 
bill would require local authorities, rather than merely 
suggest, to consider factors such as pedestrian and 

bicycle safety in the designation of roadway speed 

limits. The bill also changes the requirements for the 
declaration of lowered speed limits, allowing such 
declarations for approaches to business activity 
districts. It also authorizes Caltrans and local authorities 

to declare speed limits of 20 or 15 miles per hour, where 
the previous minimum speed limit was 25 miles per 
hour. 
 
AB-111 (Boerner Horvath) – this bill would require 
the implementation of a Safe and Clean Truck 
Infrastructure Program to support the construction and 

operation of zero-emission medium- and heavy-duty 
vehicle parking, electric vehicle charging, and hydrogen 
refueling infrastructure on public and private properties 
and encourage the use of zero-emission vehicles. It 
would require the program to conduct an assessment 

outlining regional zero-emission medium and heavy-

duty vehicle parking and refueling deficiencies and 
strategies to address them. It would also allow such 
projects to be eligible for funds from the Trade Corridors 
Enhancement Account, require a biannual statewide 
assessment of electric vehicle charging infrastructure to 
consider hydrogen refueling network infrastructure, and 
create a rate structure to promote the adoption of zero-

emission vehicles under the Public Utility Commission. 
 
AB-117 (Boerner Horvath) – this bill would specify 
projects providing incentives for the purchase of electric 
bicycles as eligible for funding under the Air Quality 
Improvement Program and require the state board to 
establish and implement an Electric Bicycle Rebate Pilot 

Project to provide rebates for the purchase of electric 
bicycles, using money from the Greenhouse Gas 
Reduction Fund.  
 
AB-464 (Mullin) – this bill would remove the 
prohibition on the use of proceeds of bonds issued via 

Enhanced Infrastructure Financing Districts (EIFD) for 
use in maintenance of any kind to existing infrastructure 
or future maintenance of planned infrastructure. 
 
AB-476 (Mullin) – this bill, building on a program used 
by the Monterey-Salinas Transit District and Santa Cruz 
Metropolitan Transit District, would authorize the 

Department of Transportation to establish a pilot 
program allowing transit operators to operate transit 

buses on the shoulders of state highways using up to 
eight (8) projects selected under the program. 
 
AB-512 / SB-381 / AB-950 
(Holden/Portantino/Ward) – these bills collectively 

involve the sale of property owned by Caltrans that was 
intended for demolition and the completion of the I-
710/SR-710 corridor in Los Angeles County. AB-512 
would require the Department of Transportation to sell 
specified unimproved properties to the cities of Los 
Angeles, Pasadena, and South Pasadena at the original 

acquisition price paid for by the department to a 

http://www.socalite.org/
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housing-related entity for affordable housing purposes. 
SB-381 would require surplus single-family residential 
properties currently owned and rented by Caltrans to be 
offered to the City of South Pasadena after first offered 

to present occupants. All other occupied, unoccupied, 
and unimproved surplus residential properties would be 
offered to the City of South Pasadena and then to 
housing-related entities. The bill also would require the 
Department of Transportation to adopt emergency 
regulations within 60 days of the effective date of the 
bill’s provisions to implement the ascribed requirements 

disposing of surplus property. Related, AB-950 would 
authorize the department to sell excess real property to 
any city, county, or city and county where the real 
property is located for the sole purpose of implementing 
affordable housing and exempt these transfers and 

sales from CEQA. 

 
AB-550 (Chiu) – this bill would authorize the 
Department of Transportation and local departments of 
transportation to establish and implement pilot 
programs using speed safety systems to promote the 
safe operation of vehicles and reduction of speed-
related fatalities and injuries. It would also require the 

Secretary of Transportation to develop and adopt 
guidelines for the implementation of such programs to 
ensure collaboration with privacy stakeholders.  
 
AB-604 (Daly) – this bill would continuously 
appropriate interest earnings derived from revenues in 
the Road Maintenance and Rehabilitation Account to the 

Department of Transportation for maintenance of the 
state highway system or purposes of the State Highway 
Operation and Protection Program. 
 
AB-713 (Garcia) – this bill would require the 
Transportation Agency to develop an action plan to 

better integrate health analysis broadly into the design 
and implementation of the state’s transportation 
policies, programs, and funding allocations to maximize 
health and health equity benefits. It would also require 
the State Air Resources Board to conduct a 
comprehensive health analysis in conjunction with the 
development of each update of the Greenhouse Gas 

Reduction Fund scoping plan.  
 

AB-745 (Gipson) – AB-745 would require the state, as 
part of the Clean Cars 4 All Program, to provide 
vouchers for the purchase of zero-emission vehicles to 
persons of low or moderate income, as defined, living in 
disadvantaged communities to replace those persons’ 

vehicles that have failed a smog inspection check.  
 
AB-823 (Gray) – this bill would prohibit the California 
High-Speed Rail Authority from directly or indirectly 
using any local, state, federal, or other public or private 
funding to purchase, lease, operate, or maintain 

passenger or freight trains powered by diesel engines or 

other types of fossil fuel combustion engines and from 
enabling such trains to operate on authority-owned rail 
infrastructure.  
 

AB-840 (Holden) – this bill would require the county 
transportation commissions for Los Angeles and San 
Bernardino Counties to jointly develop a funding and 
implementation program for regional transit services to 
include service to international airports within the multi-
county region. 
 

AB-859 (Irwin; Wicks) – this bill would authorize a 
public agency that issues a permit to an operator for 
mobility services or that otherwise regulates an 
operator, to require an operator to periodically submit 
anonymized trip data and the operator’s mobility 

devices operating in the geographic area under the 

public agency’s jurisdiction and provide specified notice 
of that requirement to the operator. It would also 
authorize a public agency to share anonymized trip data 
with a contractor, agent, or other public agency only if 
specified conditions are met, for the purposes of 
assisting in transportation planning, integration of 
mobility options, and safety.  

 
AB-1047 (Daly) – this bill would require the 
Transportation Agency to oversee the development and 
implementation of a comprehensive one-stop reporting 
interface available to the public through an internet 
website maintained by the agency. The bill would 
require the interface to provide timely fiscal information 

regarding the development and implementation status 
of each transportation program or project funded, at 
least in part, by revenues from the Road Repair and 
Accountability Act of 2017. 
 
AB-1049 (Davies) – this bill would require $54 million 

dollars in loans to the Public Transportation Account to 
be repaid and made available, upon appropriation by the 
Legislature, to help offset the loss of revenues incurred 
by transit operators during the COVID-19 Pandemic.  
 
AB-1069 (Lackey) – this bill would establish a goal for 
the state for 60% of new zero-emission passenger 

vehicles sold in the state for non-commercial private use 
to be purchased by or on behalf of persons from 

underrepresented communities and prohibit the state 
board from pursuing strategies to implement zero-
emission passenger vehicle sales goals unless they were 
also designed to achieve the goals established by this 
bill. It would also require a state board to annually post 

a zero-emission vehicle equity report. 
 
AB-1110 (Rivas) – this bill would establish the 
California Clean Fleet Accelerator Program, 
administered under the Department of General Services 
(DGS), and require DGS to develop a master service 

agreement to solicit bids for standardized, bulk 

http://www.socalite.org/
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purchase options for the acquisition of zero-emission 
fleet vehicles by public agencies.  
 
AB-1116 (Friedman) – this bill would require the 

Legislative Analyst’s Office to review any materials 
submitted to the California High-Speed Rail Authority 
from contractors, consultants, or external parties for the 
purpose of reviewing the planning, financing, 
expenditures, and other elements of the statewide high-
speed rail system, and provide recommendations to the 
policy and budget committees of the Legislature 

regarding the system. The bill would require the 
authority to provide to the Legislative Analyst’s Office 
any information that it requests and permit 
representatives to attend internal meetings. 
 

AB-1147 (Friedman) – this bill would create the 

Sustainable Communities Strategy Block Grant 
Program, which would be administered by the Strategic 
Growth Council, to provide grants to each MPO to 
support their efforts in meeting 2035 regional 
greenhouse gas reduction targets. It would also require 
each MPO to submit data to the state delineating how 
transportation funds have been spent in relation to 

Sustainable Communities Strategies (SCSs) and require 
the state to make specified determinations relative to 
each MPO and their greenhouse gas reduction targets. 
It would also require that Regional Transportation Plan 
action elements incorporate and be consistent with this 
2035 target action plan.  
 

AB-1154 (Patterson) – this bill would exempt from 
CEQA egress route projects undertaken by a public 
agency that are specifically recommended by the State 
Board of Forestry and Fire Protection to improve the fire 
safety of an existing subdivision.  
 

AB-1218 (McCarty; Berman; Medina) – this bill 
would declare that it is the goal of the state that 100% 
of new passenger and light-duty vehicle sales are zero-
emission vehicles by 2035. The bill would require the 
total passenger vehicles and light-duty vehicles sold by 
manufacturers in the state to meet specified greenhouse 
gas standards pursuant to a tiered plan that would 

gradually reduce greenhouse gas emission levels from 
the 2020 levels for those classes of vehicles, 

respectively. It would also require the state to deposit 
any revenues from the administrative civil penalty on 
manufacturers who violate those requirements toward 
the Equitable Access to Zero-Emission Vehicles Fund, 
established by the bill. 

 
AB-1235 (Patterson) – this bill would create the Joint 
Legislative High-Speed Rail Oversight Committee, 
consisting of 3 Senate and 3 Assembly members, to 
provide ongoing and independent oversight of the high-
speed rail project. The bill would require the authority 

to provide the committee with requested documentation 

and require the authority to permit the chairperson of 
the committee or their designee to attend internal 
governance meeting related to the project. 
 

AB-1401 (Friedman) – this bill would prohibit a local 
government from imposing a minimum parking 
requirement or enforcing a minimum parking 
requirement on residential, commercial, or other 
development within a one-half-mile walk of public 
transit or located within a low-VMT area, as defined. 
 

AB-1447 (Cooley; Bigelow) – this bill would establish 
the Rural California Infrastructure Act to award grants 
to specific local agencies to fund rural infrastructure 
projects, as defined, and create a committee to 
establish an application process for grants and award 

them. The bill would transfer a sum of $1 billion to the 

Rural California Infrastructure Fund in the State 
Treasury for the purposes of the act from the General 
Fund. 
 
SENATE BILLS 
 
SB-18 (Skinner) – this bill would require the State Air 

Resources Board to prepare a strategic plan accelerating 
the production and use of hydrogen, including a specific 
plan to accelerate production and use of green 
hydrogen, and require the Energy Commission to study 
and model potential growth for hydrogen and its role in 
decarbonizing the electrical and transportation sectors 
of the economy to achieve specified environmental, 

energy, and climate change goals. 
 
SB-44 (Allen) – this bill would establish specified 
procedures for administrative and judicial review of the 
environmental review and approvals granted for an 
environmental leadership transit project, as defined, 

proposed by a public or private entity or affiliates.  
 
SB-66 (Allen) – this bill would require the 
establishment of an advisory committee, the California 
Council on the Future of Transportation, to provide the 
Governor and Legislature with recommendations for 
changes to state policy to ensure that as autonomous 

vehicles are deployed, they enhance the state’s efforts 
to increase road safety, promote equity, and meet 

public health and environmental objectives.  
 
SB-261 (Allen) – this bill would require MPOs 
(Metropolitan Planning Organizations) to extend 
greenhouse gas emission reduction and vehicle miles 

traveled reduction targets through 2050 via Sustainable 
Communities Strategies and would require the MPO to 
work with the state for the purpose of greenhouse gas 
emissions reductions.  
 
SB-372 (Leyva) – this bill would require the California 

Pollution Control Financing Authority to establish a 

http://www.socalite.org/
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program to make financing tools and non-financial 
supports available to the operators of medium and 
heavy-duty vehicle fleets to enable those operators to 
transition their fleets to zero-emission vehicles.  

 
SB-437 (Wieckowski) – this bill would require that 
each updated integrated resource plan from the 
governing board of publicly-owned electric utilities 
include details of the utility’s electrical service rate 
design that supports transportation electrification. This 
bill would require that the rate design apply across all 

transportation sectors to incentivize the purchase of 
zero-emission vehicles and provide utility customers the 
ability to readily and accurately predict the cost of 
paying for the electricity required by the vehicles and 
engines. 

 

SB-475 (Cortese) – this bill would require the State 
Air Resources Board, in coordination with the California 
Transportation Commission and the Department of 
Housing and Community Development, to issue new 
guidelines on Sustainable Communities Strategies and 
require them to be updated every 4 years. The bill would 
require the state to develop a quantitative tool for MPOs 

to use to evaluate a transportation plan’s consistency 
with long-range greenhouse gas emission reduction 
targets and guidelines to use when crafting long-range 
strategies that integrate state goals on climate 
resilience and social equity. The bill would also require 
the state to identify best practice implementation 
actions and generate point-based climate impact scores 

for each implementation action. The bill would cover a 
host of other greenhouse gas reduction target strategies 
and specifics as they relate to Sustainable Communities 
Strategies and how they relate to MPOs eligibility for 
state and federal funding.  
 

SB-500 (Min) – this bill would require, beginning in 
January 2025, that an autonomous vehicle operating on 
a public road be a zero-emission vehicle.  
 
SB-527 (Melendez) – this bill would establish the 
Salton Sea Restoration Fund and eliminate the 
continuous appropriation of 25% of annual proceeds of 

the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund to the High-Speed 
Rail Authority and transfer them to the Salton Sea 

Restoration Fund. 
 
SB-551 (Stern) – this bill would establish the California 
Electric Vehicle Authority within the Governor’s Office 
and require the authority to coordinate activities among 

state agencies to advance electric and zero-emission 
vehicles and charging infrastructure deployment and 
ensure related equity, workforce development, 
economic development, and other needs are addressed. 
 
SB-580 (Hueso) – this bill would authorize the 

Department of Transportation to conduct a study 

assessing the feasibility, cost-effectiveness, and life-
cycle environmental benefits of including recycled 
plastics in asphalt used as a paving material in the 
construction, maintenance, and rehabilitation of a 

highway or road. It would then authorize the 
department to establish specifications for use. 
 
SB-635 (Gonzalez) – this bill would require the 
Department of Transportation to review, audit, and 
efficiently coordinate cleanup activities related to state 
highways, rights-of-way, off-ramps, and homeless 

encampments. The bill would require the department to 
consult with local districts and solicit information from 
other agencies as specified. The bill would also require 
the department to establish an advisory board in 
coordination with state and local agencies for the 

ongoing planning and coordination of cleanup activities 

related to state highways, rights-of-way, off-ramps and 
homeless encampments and require local department 
districts to develop cleanup schedules once every two 
weeks. 
 
SB-640 (Becker) – this bill would authorize cities and 
counties to jointly submit to the California 

Transportation Commission (CTC) a list of proposed 
projects to be funded jointly by the cities and counties’ 
apportionment of those funds from the Road 
Maintenance and Rehabilitation Program. 
 
SB-643 (Archuleta) – this bill would require the state 
to create a working group to prepare a statewide 

assessment of the fuel cell electric vehicle fueling 
infrastructure and fuel production needed to support the 
adoption of zero-emission trucks, buses, and off-road 
vehicles at levels necessary for the state to meet 
specified goals and requirements related to vehicular air 
pollution.  

 
SB-671 (Gonzalez) – this bill would establish the 
Clean Freight Corridor Efficiency Program, to be jointly 
administered by the California Transportation 
Commission (CTC) and the California Air Resources 
Board (CARB), in coordination with other state entities, 
and would require the program to establish criteria for 

identifying qualifying freight corridors and define 
minimum requirements for clean truck corridors and 

associated facilities. The bill would require the program 
to identify California’s five most-used freight corridors 
and objectives for improving the corridors. 
 
SB-690 (Wilk) – this bill would state the intent of the 

Legislature to enact legislation to establish the California 
Aerospace Commission to develop an official space plan 
and oversee a special district created with the 
Governor’s Office of Business and Economic 
Development (GO-Biz) that would foster the growth and 
development of a sustainable and world-leading 

aerospace industry and promote aerospace business 
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development by facilitating financing, spaceport 
operations, research and development, workforce 
development, and innovative education programs.  
 

SB-726 (Gonzalez) – this bill would require the State 
Air Resources Board and the State Energy Resources 
Conservation and Development Commission to jointly 
develop a comprehensive transportation sustainability 
strategy, requiring a set greenhouse gas emission 
reduction target for the whole transportation sector. The 
bill would revise the list of projects that would be eligible 

for funding under the Alternative and Renewable Fuel 
and Vehicle Technology Program and would require the 

Governor to appoint a key lead agency to steer 
coordination of zero-emission vehicle deployment 
across state agencies. 
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2021 Events Calendar 

 

 
JANUARY 

 
Section Meeting  
January 27, 2021 

12:00 PM 

 
Virtual  

 
 

 
FEBRUARY  

 
No Meeting  

 
Virtual Traffic Bowl 

 
Virtual Training  

 

 
MARCH 

 
Joint Meeting with ITE San 

Diego, RSBITE, and ITE 
Central Coast  

March 17, 2021 
11:30 AM 

 

Virtual  
 

 
APRIL 

 
Section Meeting 

April 21, 2021 
12:00 PM 

 
Virtual  

 
MAY 

 
Student Night with OCTEC 

May 20, 2021 
5:00 PM 

 
Virtual 

 
JUNE 

 
Joint Meeting with ITS-CA 

June 16, 2021 
12:00 PM 

 
Virtual 

 
 
  

JULY 
 

No Meeting 
 

Professional Development 
Event (tentative) 

 
 

 
AUGUST 

 
No Meeting 

 
Virtual Training (tentative) 

Mixer (tentative) 

 
 

 
SEPTEMBER 

 
Section Meeting 

September 15, 2021 
12:00 PM 

 
 

To Be Determined 

 
OCTOBER 

 
Joint Meeting with OCTEC 

and RSBITE* 
Thu. October 28, 2021 

12:00 PM 

 
To Be Determined 

*confirming 

 
NOVEMBER  

 
Section Business Meeting 

November 17, 2021 
12:00 PM  

 

To Be Determined 

 
DECEMBER 

 
Holiday Mixer with OCTEC 

and RSBITE 
December 8, 2021 

5:00 PM 

 
To Be Determined 

 

NOTE: Locations and information is subject to change. Last Updated – 3/24/2021. 



Justin Link, PE, TE 
for 

 
Western District 

Secretary-Treasurer 
justin4ite.com 

 

 

 

 

. . . no other organization has provided the level of community that 
ITE has for me and so many others. 

It is for this reason that I hope to bring that community, and community ownership built on participation 

and transparency, to more people. With the tools from our current, virtual world, we can: 

• Provide opportunities for all of us to participate at Annual Meetings with a track (or tracks) of 

virtual sessions and tours going forward, for inclusive and more economical access to students 

and professionals alike. 

• Provide transparency and openness to our members by broadcasting all future Board and 

Business meetings, so that you and I can see and hear the decisions made on our behalf. 

  



Experience 
ITE 
Western District 
Monterey Annual Meeting LAC – Co-Chair – 2019 
District Local Arrangements Committee – Web Site Chair – 2019 – Present 
Web and Social Media Manager/Committee Chair – 2013 – 2018 
Santa Barbara Annual Meeting LAC – Hotel Chair – 2012 
Career Guidance Volunteer – 2012 – Present 
 
Central Coast Section 
Section Administrator – 2018 to Present 
President – 2016 – 2017 
President – 2009 
Student Liaison to Cal Poly Student Chapter – 2007 – 2009 
Scribe – 2006 
 
Cal Poly San Luis Obispo Student Chapter 
Vice-President and Re-Chartering Member – 2004 – 2005 
 
Richard T. Romer Student Endowment Fund 
Friend-Level Contributor 
Section Award for Highest Contribution per Member – 2017 
 
Professional 
City Traffic Engineer – City of Simi Valley, CA (2019 – Present) 
City Traffic Engineer – City of Oxnard (2018) 
Project Manager – Kimley Horn (2015 – 2017) 
Senior Engineer – MNS Engineers (2014 – 2015) 
Project Engineer – Associated Transportation Engineers (2006 – 2014) 
Student Research Assistant – Cal Poly San Luis Obispo (2002 – 2005) 
 

Endorsements and Recognition 
Endorsements 
Jenny Grote, GroTrans Engineering 
International President 2002, Western District Past President, Western District Individual Achievement Award Winner 
 
Dr. Jonathan Upchurch, Professor Emeritus - Arizona State University 
International President 1991, Western District Past International Director, Western District Lifetime Achievement Award 
Winner, Van Wagoner Award Winner 
 
Peter Koonce, City of Portland 
Oregon Section Past President, Van Wagoner Award Winner 
 
Erik Ruehr, VRPA Technologies 
San Diego Section Past President, Western District Individual Achievement Award Winner 
 
Awards 
Individual Achievement Award – 2018 Western District Joint Annual Meeting with Texas District 
Young Professional Achievement Award – 2014 Western District Joint Annual Meeting with Midwestern District 

 



To learn more about my campaign, please contact 
me at one of the options below. 

I look forward to your support in this election! 

             www.linkedin.com/in/douglas-smith-75197714/

             www.facebook.com/doug.smith.for.westernite

             douglas.smith@hdrinc.com

             (714) 425-4020

Leadership
 - Institute of Transportation Engineers  
(Member since 1985) 

 - Southern California Section Secretary-Treasurer  
for 1992/93; Southern California Section Vice  
President for 1993/94; Southern California  
Section President for 1994/95 

 - Managing Editor of Western ITE, 2006 – 2009

 - Member of Technical Committees 4A-38 and 4M-38

 - Member of Traffic Engineering Council and Council 
on ITS

 - Technical Program Chairman, 2002 District 6 Annual 
Meeting, Palm Desert, CA.

 - Attended Twenty of the District 6 Annual Meetings 
between 1991 and present 

 - Paper presentation/Speaker/Moderator for District 6 
Annual Meetings in 1994, 1996, 1997, 1998, 2000, 
2004 and 2019

 - Public Relations Committee Chair, 2016

 - Member of Mobility as a Service (MaaS) Technical 
Committee, 2018 – 2021

 - American Society of Civil Engineers 

 - Women’s Transportation Seminars of Orange  
County Mentor in the Mentor/Mentee Program,  
2018 -2021

 - Orange County Traffic Engineers Council 

 - American Council of Engineering Consultants 

 - Member of ITS America and ITS California

Douglas E Smith, PE 
Secretary – Treasurer    
Western District ITE

ELECT 
Experience
In the past, I have served in many roles in ITE. I worked my 
way through the southern California section from Technical 
Chairman to Past President. I was the Technical Chair of the 
2002 Palm Desert District Annual Meeting. I was the Wester-
nITE Managing Editor for 3 years from 2006 to 2009. This 
provided me with a perspective on how the District board 
operates. I have participated on national ITE technical com-
mittees. Finally, I have attended twenty of the WesternITE 
District meetings since 1991.

https://www.facebook.com/doug.smith.for.westernite
mailto:douglas.smith%40hdrinc.com?subject=
http://www.linkedin.com/in/douglas-smith-75197714/


Vision
The last two years have required the District to meet signif-
icant challenges. The reorganization of the District to focus 
on five western states and the impacts of the COVID-19 
pandemic have challenged our abilities to serve member-
ship. My goals for the coming four years include:

ENGAGEMENT 
Develop plans and programs that will increase 
engagement and involvement of all sections 
and chapters within the Western District. I will 
make a concerted effort to reach out to the 
Sections and Chapters in Alaska, Washington, 
Oregon and Central California to name a few;

INNOVATION 
Improve and increase the virtual meetings and 
seminars available to our members to provide 
expanded programs. We will have to become 
more innovative and consider providing 
multi-media meetings and conferences that 
can be attended in person or virtually;

TECHNICAL EXCELLENCE 
Provide technical content and technology 
sharing so that our members are the most 
capable in the industry. ITE as an organization 
must continue to try to engage young mem-
bers and attract them;

COLLABORATION 
Focus on continued improvement of our An-
nual Meetings, technical webinars and virtual 
learning tools. The District meetings with a 
smaller District will require improved teamwork. 

Qualifications
I have over 35 years of broad experience in the management 
of traffic engineering, planning and emerging technology 
projects. I have managed an office of 24 staff and currently 
supervises 10 employees within a traffic engineering and 
ATST department in Southern California.  My experience 
includes numerous highway planning and design projects, 
ITS applications and traffic operations improvements, traffic 
impact analysis and design of ITS and technology projects.  
 
One of the things I am most proud of in my tenure in ITE 
is the number of ITE leaders I have mentored, supported 
and encouraged to participate more extensively. Over the 
years, I have worked with members who have developed 
into leaders in ITE at the Section, District and International 
level. I have always emphasized the role of ITE involvement 
in career development. I look forward to working within the 
organization to develop a stronger Western District.  

A Chance to Give Back
I am honored to accept the nomination from the Western 
District Board to stand for election as Secretary-Treasurer 
of the District.  I believe my experience and involvement in 
ITE over the last 30 years provides me with an incredible 
amount of knowledge to fulfill this role. I have been an active 
member of the SoCal ITE section, Western District of ITE 
and ITE International. I have been heavily involved in several 
initiatives, acting as chair of the technical committee for the 
Palm Desert western district annual meeting and as editor 
of the WesternITE newsletter for 3 years. I look forward to 
the opportunity to represent all sections on the WesternITE 
board. I understand the commitment you make when you run 
for such an office and look forward to this new challenge. 

I would be honored to receive your vote for the 2021 election. 

My Story
I was born in Rhode Island and developed an interest 
in transportation driving a bus during college. I gradu-
ated from URI in 1981 and began my career working 
in transportation in Boston and RI. In 1987, I moved 
to southern California to take on new challenges and I 
have been working on transportation and transit proj-
ects nationally over the last 35 years.

In 2000, Michelle Bitner and I married. She was a 
transportation planner at Kern COG and OCTA as well 
as President of the Central California Section of ITE be-
fore becoming a Mom. We have two amazing children, 
Reiver (19) and 
Fenway (16) who 
attend school in 
Orange County.

I am an avid vol-
unteer, working 
as a board mem-
ber on my HOA, 
a leader for two 
tribes of YMCA 
Princesses and 
Guides and a 
Boys and Girls 
Youth Basketball 
Coach for over 
10 years.

I am here to  
support the District, 

 Sections and Chapters in  
developing innovative programs 

for our members.



  

PRESENTED BY  
THE SOUTHERN CA CHAPTER OF AMERICAN PUBLIC WORKS ASSOCIATION

22ND ANNUAL 
COMPLETE 
STREETS & 

TECHNOLOGY
CONFERENCE

VENDOR 
OPPORTUNITIES

QUESTIONSCOST OF SESSIONS

Vendor opportunities still  
available, contact:

Allan Rigg
(714) 890-4203

arigg@ci.stanton.ca.us

For any additional 
questions, contact:

 Trish Pietrzak 
(310) 995-9800

trish@maverickgroupinc.com

•  Free to Public Agency APWA 
Members 

•  Private Sector = $100/3-Day or 
$50/Day 

•  All non-members (Public or 
Private Sector) = Join APWA and 

enjoy it for free!

VIRTUAL CONFERENCE 
FEATURED TOPICS 

• Sustainable Pavements 
• Do’s and Don’ts of Public Outreach
• Terrestrial Remote Sensing: LiDAR Solutions 

for Public Works
• Transforming the Coachella Valley to a  

Smart Region
• Grant Writing - Trends and Best Practices
• Active Transportation Program (ATP) Case 

Studies from Europe

• Buses and Trucks and Cars and Charging 
Stations: What You Need to Know About 
Transportation Electrification

• Developing, Operating & Maintaining a GIS 
Database of City Assets

• Sidewalks, Trees and the Public Right of Way - 
Today and Tomorrow 

• Water Quality - Past, Present and Future
• Plans, Specifications, and Estimates (PS&E) 101

www.southernca.apwa.net

 

 
 

SAVE THE DATE! 

TUES - THURS 

April 20 - 22, 2021

9AM - 2:30PM

Conference schedule  

coming soon!

? 
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